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NEIL
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LESSON 1: DON’T UNDERESTIMATE 
YOUR SUPPORT NETWORK

‘The heavy private burden bourne by an Astronaut’s wife was not unlike 

the uncertainty felt be the wives of the sailors who took the Nina, Pinta, 
and Santa Maria across the unknown sea to find a new world five 
hundred years ago’

Gene Cernan, Gemini IX, Apollo 10 & 17



LESSON 2: PROVIDE SUPPORT



LESSON 3: TAKE MEASURED RISKS



LESSON 4: THE LITTLE THINGS CAN 
BE THE BIG THINGS



LESSON 5: PRESSURE DECREASES 
PERFORMANCE

‘That’s one small step for (a) man,

one giant leap for mankind.’



LESSON 6: THE RISK MAY NOT BE 
WHERE YOU THINK IT IS



MYTHBUSTING

• I don’t know anyone who’s seen the Great 
Wall of China from space

• There were no UFO’s

• Our fruit juice was not Tang, and we didn’t 
eat space food sticks

• We did land on the Moon!

• Mr Gorsky….



LESSON 7: TEAMWORK – DIVIDE 
AND CONQUER THE WORKLOAD



LESSON 8: SIMULATION AND 
REHEARSAL MATTERS



LESSON 9: PERSONALITIES MATTER, BUT 
IT’S ABOUT GETTING THE JOB DONE



LESSON 10: PLAN FOR THE WORST, DO 
YOUR BEST



LESSON 11: LEARN YOUR LESSONS… AND 
ALWAYS DEBRIEF



LESSON 12: NOTHING OCCURS IN A 
VACUUM – REMEMBER THE BIG PICTURE



LUCKY 13: WE ONLY HAVE ONE 
‘SPACESHIP’ EARTH
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